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Religion of the Al Balkan Countries

The Balkan countries zone is which extends between Europe and Asia and it faces North Africa from its sea side borders. It is comprised of several countries which include Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia (Rubin). The list comprises of some five Yugoslavian federal republic which was disintegrated in the 1990s. It is named after the Balkan Mountains which are located around the Serbian and Bulgarian border to the black sea. The Balkans are bordered by the Adriatic Sea on Northwest, the ionic sea on the south east and black sea on the east. The area has a total population given as 59297000 people. Most of Balkanian territory is covered by mountain ranges running from the Northwest to South east. Historically the area has been characterized by outbreak of series of wars (Eskisar).
The area has different religious organizations comprising of Orthodox Christianity, Islam and Roman Catholic. The majority religion in the area is the eastern orthodoxy (Eskisar). The regions are divided into territories and the three religious groups are spread through the territories. Some part of the population in the Balkans considers themselves as irreligious. In Bulgaria the territory has Eastern Orthodoxy as its principal religion with 59% of the population practicing the faith. They have the Bulgarian Orthodox Church which is the oldest Slavic Orthodox Church which has 6.5 million members in the republic of Bulgaria. The church was founded by Saint Andrew who was the Boris I of Bulgaria. Its head quarters are in Sofia in Bulgaria and its primary territory is in Bulgaria. It is divided into thirteen dioceses within the boundaries of the republic of Bulgaria and has jurisdiction over two additional dioceses for Bulgarians in western and central. The church’s administrative work is done by the patriarch and the diocesan prelates called metropolitans. These administrators are known as the Holy Synod.

The church originated in the early first centuries of Christianity from the Christian communities and churches in Bulgaria which were set up in the Balkanians. After introduction of Christianity in the region by Apostle Paul and Andrew in 1st century AD it became the dominant religion. Though the church’s structures and organization had been affected tremendously by attacks and raids by barbarians it wasn’t destroyed and Prince Boris I established the church in 865. Church activities of teaching were carried out by the use slav-bulgarian vernacular as the basic language. After the ottoman conquest and rule in the region who were Muslims the Bulgarian Orthodox Church faced a lot in the period. Many people were subjected into forceful conversion into Islam while a big number of the clergy were killed (Eskisar).
The church’s activities and traditions are structured by the church’s calendar which is strictly observed. The services of the church are conducted each day according to the church calendar. While some activities in the church services remain unchanged there are some activities are prone to changes depending on rescheduling of the special days and special services. Some of these special services include a feast called the “all night vigil” which is celebrated all night. Also the Divine Liturgy which is the celebration of the Eucharist and it occurs outside the normal time of the world. 
Some of the practices in Orthodox Church are. The orthodox services are sung all through and also consist of a dialogue between the clergy and the people. Music instruments are not used to accompany the choir. They have developed eight codes which are sang at different times of the year. Their services (all of them) are accompanied by burning of incense. They also have fasting days on varying times of the year. Alms giving which they describe as acts of mercy is also an activity where they give in charity to the needy (Eskisar).
The Orthodox Church believes that they to be the holy catholic and apostolic church established by Jesus Christ and placed into the care of apostles. All groups outside the Orthodox Church are seen not to be members of the church proper but rather as separated brethrens who have failed to the fullness of Christian faith and theology. The Orthodox Church historically were the first church to have contact with Muslims which came after the conquest of 13th century. There is a possibility believe of peaceful coexistence between Islam and orthodox Christianity as the two religions have never had religious wars (Rubin). Seven percent of the people in Bulgaria practice Islamic religion while 31% is a group of undeclared population religion wise.
In Greece 98% of its population practice Greek Orthodoxy whose founder was Apostle Andrew? It has several headquarters but Constantinople is held in special regard. It was found by the apostle in the Balkan during the first century AD. They hold a believe that Christ is the head of the church so they don’t have bishopric heads like the catholic popes. Like the Bulgarian orthodox they are headed by a committee of bishops called the Holy Synod. The Greek Orthodoxy have great similarity in form and activities of worship with Bulgarian orthodoxy. One percent of Greece population practice Islamic religion while the rest one percent are undeclared (Detrez).
In Macedonia 64%of the population practice Macedonian orthodoxy which was founded by Dosite in 1967 as it separated independently from the Serbian Orthodox Church. They borrow greatly from the Serbian form of practices in worship and religious services. While 33% of the population in Macedonian territory practices Islam the rest of the population practices Catholicism. Similarly in Montenegro 72% of the population practice Serbian Orthodoxy or the Serbian Orthodox Church 19% practice Islam 3% Catholicism and the rest 5% are undeclared. In Serbia we have the Serbia Orthodox Church attended by 84% of the population while 5% practice Catholicism 3% Islam. One percent of the population is Protestants and the rest 6% are undeclared. Serbian church was founded by Saint Sava and it has territories in Serbia Montenegro and Bosnia (Detrez). 
In Croatia there are 86% of the population that is 3.7billion million people (2011 census) who are baptized by the Roman Catholic in Croatia making it the main religion practiced in the area. After conquering of the Balkan Peninsula by the Roman Empire in 168 BC there was formation of various religious cults in the area. After inclusion of Croats in the 9th century the Croat rulers   started building churches and monasteries. The church in Croatian passed through a series of hard moments during its establishment, a series of wars which caused killing of priests and leaders of the church until when the Roman Catholic regained its full freedom and influence after declaration of Croatia full independence from Yugoslavia. During the war Catholicism orthodoxy were the basic cause of division between the Croats and the Serbs and there was massive destruction of the church. The Catholic Church in Croatia is very active in social and political life. It has worked in the implementation of values through various actions such as abolishing abortion. Eastern orthodoxy is highly practiced by 4% of the population in Croatia and Islamic by 1% while the rest 7% are undeclared (Eskisar).
In Slovenia Catholicism is the main religion with 58%of the population practicing it. Islam is practiced by 2% of the population and orthodoxy also by 2%. A great number of 36% of the rest of population are undeclared. Islam as a culture and also a religion is more evident in large numbers in four territories of the Balkans. These four territories are the Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Turkey. In Albania 58% of the population practice Islam while 10% practice Catholicism, 7% orthodoxy and 24% are undeclared. In Bosnia and Herzegovina 51% of the population practice Islam while 31% go by orthodoxy leaving 15% to Catholicism and the rest 4% undeclared. In Kosovo a large majority of the population are Islam that is 95% of the total population while 2% go by Catholicism and 1% go by orthodoxy. Similarly in Turkey almost all the population that is 99% practice Islam and the 1% is shared by Catholics and orthodox (Skopje). 
In the Balkans religion seems to have played a greater role of nation building in these territories. This is inclusive of all the religions that is Catholicism, orthodoxy and Islam. The identification of the national and religious identity that is belonging to a religious community is articulated with these Balkan countries especially the Bosnians. In these regions religion is apparently a stronger uniting factor more than language. This identification is stronger with the orthodox nations that in the Balkans which are Bulgarians, Greeks, Macedonians and Serbs. This identification of communities with national and religious community has determined the attitude of people in the Balkans toward the different religions in the region (Rubin). Thus there were some religious and ethnic minorities who were eliminated after ottoman conquest.
 Apart from much ethnic economic and political tension, there has been conflict caused by the presence of three religions in the Balkans. These three religions that is the Catholics the orthodox and the Muslim have influences and are intertwine with the political ethnic and cultural identities. History and geography made the Balkans a focus of religious tensions. The rugged Balkan states of southeastern Europe have for centuries occupied the region at the historical and geographical convergence of the three competing influences (Eskisar). After fall of World War I empires the region became powder key which has repeatedly exploded into ethnic, political and religious conflict.
The Islamic religion was introduced in the area by the Ottoman Empire which controlled the medieval Arab empire and the Byzantine Empire. Even after the end of ottoman rule Muslim communities remained in the parts of the Balkans particularly the Bosnia, Montenegro, Macedonia and Kosovo (Skopje). After the Roman Empire divided by long simmering theological differences they grew further apart. The church of the eastern orthodoxy was greatly separated along linguistic geographical political and theological grounds which were not solvable even after long attempts of negotiation.
The third religious influence in the Balkans is Roman Catholicism which is the religion of the Hapsburg rulers of Austro-Hungarian Empire which controlled the Balkans until the First World War. The religion is mainly based in Croatia Albania and some areas in Slovenia. Despite the differences in the area and the wars fought between the religions the byzantine and the Islamic empires not only had similar cultural moments but also were viewed in similar ways by people of Western Europe who saw them as outsiders. The Byzantine Empire rose as a successor of the Roman Empire and was built on principles of Christianity. Islamic empire rose out of the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century and rapidly challenged the Byzantine Empire (Skopje).
But religious identity has been present constantly in the antagonisms that have fragmented the Balkans for centuries setting neighbor against neighbor, Muslims against orthodox and Christians against Christians. Religion and nationality merge in the Balkans making it possible to create possible to create potent propaganda that can be used to inspire hatred of one another. There is war between the eastern and western Christianity where the NATO troops bomb the Serbs during the orthodox Easter. They were attempting to crush the eastern orthodox. Although there are arguments on the importance of religion in the Balkan countries, religion has both divisive and centrifugal effect on Balkanian people and it also prevent or mitigate conflicts in the region (Skopje). There are some importance attributed to religious leaders which make them candidates to preaching peace in the Balkan countries 
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